
I MODERN MONTE CR1STO
Left $85,000,000 That His New

York Heirs Will Now Try
to Collect

Lawyer Abraham G. Meyer, of This
City, Will Probably Go to Eng¬

land for the Family.
WEALTH OF AN EAST INDIA TRADER.

David Seymour Strauss Fled from Ger¬
many Because He Thought He Had

Killed a Man, and Died
in 1821.

Lawyer Abraham Q. Meyer, whose office
is at No. 132 Nassau street, expects to
start for England soon as the attorney of
his family. In this city. State and the
West, to collect $85,000,000, now and for
many years held in chancery for the heirs
of Mr. Meyer's great-great-grand-uncle,
David Seymour Strauss, Altheim-on-the-
Maln, eGrmany, who died in India in 1821.
There are about seventy heirs to this

vast sum, among whom are: Lawyer
Meyer, Isaac Frank, of West Seventy-ninth
street; Nathan Frank, of Ogdensburg, N.
Y.; Mrs. G. Meyer, of Oswego, N. Y.;
C. Althelmer, No. 1485 Madison avenue,
this city; S. A. Althelmer, of Syracuse, N.
Y.; Mrs. Simon Rosenberg, of West One
Hundred and Twenty-first street, this city;
B. Althelmer, of St. Louis; Louis and Jo¬
seph Althelmer, of Pine Bluff, Ark., and
the heirs of Mrs. Henry Klein, late of
Toronto, Out. There are a number !n
Germany and in England, some of whom
have lately been trying to buy up claims in
this country.
Mr. Meyer's grandmother, who died about

a year ago, had papers relating to the
claim, with the family tree asked for by
the Court of Chancery. These papers have
been mislaid, and the work of securing
proofs has to be gone over again, and is
now in progress, both here and in St.
Louis. The late Moses Montefiore, the
great Hebrew philanthropist, was familiar
with the history of the shelved millions,
and if his help could now be had the work
would be simple.
David Seymour Strauss was born in Alt-

heim-on-the-Main, in 1770. He lived in the
town named for his ancestors till about
the time he became of age, when he had
a quarrel with a comrade of about his own
age, and knocked him senseless in the
street. Under the strict German laws of
that day he could have been severely pun¬
ished. He believed the Injury inflicted
more serious than it turned out to be, and
soiled from Holland.
At the lirst opportunity he shipped before

the mast on an East India merchantman
bound for Calcutta. It Is known to the
family that he was nominally adopted by
the captain of this ship, and that young
Strauss took the captain's name for a time,
but the greatest difficulty has been found
In getting the captain's name.
In India he began trading in a small

way, branching out till his business had
ramifications in almost every civilized
counury, and the ships of all nations landed
their cargoes at his piers to be reshipped
to England and Continental Europe.
Stra iss died In 1821. 7 >tier he left a

will c r not is a matt of controversy.
Someday he lef* T widow only a small
share. tv»rr>'v ae remainder to the

r* cry. to be divided among
is should elect to live In Eiig-

.and. If ihere is such a will.which Mr.
Meyer will soon find out on his arrival In
England.It may be contested on the ground
that a clause of that character Is Illegal.
Others in the family.among whom was

Mr. Meyer's mother.contended that there
was no will. aHd that almost the whole
estate had gone to chancery direct. The
old lady had two frosh batches of papers
at the time of her death, but had turned
tbem over to members of her family, and
they cannot now be found. The father of
the St. Louis heire was urged by the
widow *o settle In England, and so get
his share of the vast estate. He didn't go.
As soon us possible a meeting of the

heirs will be held In this city, at which
Mr. Meyer will be authorized to make the
Investigation in England. He Is to have 10
per cent on the vast sum if he gets it, be¬
sides his mother's share of the property.
If he succeeds he will be worth $10,000.-
OflO In his own name, all befcause of the
business saga.-lty of liis great-grent-trrand-
uncle, who Is called in the family the
modern Monte Cristo.

NOT THE FIRST DISASTER.

Other Explosions, It Is Said, Have Oc¬
curred in the Pfleghar Factory.

New Haven, Conn., Jan. 22..Coroner Mix
will at once begin a rigid Investigation Into
the circumstances of the acetylene gas ex¬

plosion yesterday, and at its completion re¬

port to the State Attorney.
A wave of popular indignation has arisen

here that experiments with such a danger¬
ous gas as acetylene have been allowed to
take place In the very heart of the city, at
the present stage of investigation into the
properties of this substance, and action
may be taken by the municipal authorities
forbidding further experiments except on
the outskirts of the city.

It was stated to-day rhat this Is not the
drst explosion of its kind that has taken
place In the Pfleghar factory since the ex¬

perimenting began with the gas, but that
others have occurred and employes have
been severely burned before.

FRENCH COOKS WILL DANCE.

Great Preparations Made for Their Thir¬
tieth Annual Ball.

The thirtieth annual ball of the Soclete Cull-
nalre Philanthropique will be given at Madison
Square Garden on January 28. All the prep¬
arations for the ball have been completed, and
It bids fjir to be the most successful one ever

given by the society. As asual, the proceeds of
the t>all will be for the benefit of the Widows'
and Orphans' Fund.
The culinary exhibition, in which the most

elaborate creations of the best known chefs in
New York will be shown, will be open from 2
to 6 o'clock on the afternoon preceding the ball.
F.very ticket for the ball has a coupon attached
which will admit the holder to the afternoon ex¬
hibition. Henri Morin will conduct the or¬
chestra of 100 pieces which will furnish the
music for the ball.

SMITHSONIAN REGENTS MEET.

A Bronze Tablet to Be Erected to the
Founder's Memory.

Washington, Jan. 22..The annual meet¬
ing of the Board of Regents of the Smith¬
sonian Institution was held at the Smith¬
sonian building this morning. There were
present Vlce-f'resldent Stevenson, Chief
Justice Fuller, Senators Morrill, Cullom
and Gray; Hepresentatlves Wheeler, HItt
«ml Robert Adams, Jr.; Hon. J. B. Hender¬
son, Postmaster-General William L. Wilson,Commissioner Andrew D. White and Mr.Gardiner C. Hubbard.
The present year being the fiftieth sincethe foundation of the Institution, the oc-!cnslon will be commemorated by the erec¬

tion of bronze tablets to the memory of thefounder, James Smithson, upon his tomb lu
the English cemetery at Genoa.
To Reduce the Time to Portlnnd, Me.
Portland, Me., Jan. 22..At the annual

meeting of the Maine Steamship Company,
to be held on Fobruary 5, contracts will be
awarded to build, for the New York andPortland line, a pew iron steamship of 3,500
gross tonnoge, with a speed of eighteenknots an hour, a#!U which Is expected tomake the trip between her terminal pointsIn twenty-one hours, or live hours less than
hre required by the stpamers now used bythat line. The ship is to be completed for
the season of 1807.

WELLINGTON IS SENATOR.
He Will 8e the First Republican to Repre-

sent Maryland in the Upper |
House Since 1860.

Annapolis, Md., Jan. 22..George L. Well¬
ington will be the first Republican to repre¬
sent the State of Maryland In the upper
house of Congress since 1860. At noon to¬
day he was formally elected United States
Senator to succeed Charies H. Gibson for
the term of six years, beginning March 4,
1807. When the Senator-elect takes his
seat the Eastern Shore of Maryland will
be without a representative in the upper
house for the first time since the Revolu¬
tion.

1

In the joint convention the Republicans
gave the Allegany Congressman 63 votes,
while Mr. Goldsborough received 1. The
Democrats cast 24 complimentary ballots
for Colonel John Walter Smith. 7 for John
H. Pattison, and one for James E. Elle-
good. Several of the Republican memboi's
declined to vote.

.
Mr. Wellington was elected to Congress

loiv a.
^ teny W"1 expire March 3,

a* *he time his term as Senator
will begin. He has, therefore, before him
a term of more than seven years in Con¬
gress.
At the present time Mr. Wellington is

confined to his room a pretty sick man. It
may be some weeks, perhaps months be¬
fore he will regain his health. He has
been threatened with pleuro-pneumonia
the lower lobe of the right lung and the
pleura being affected.

BROKERS ASKED TO HALT.

Two Embryo Real Estate Boards May Bo
United.

Real estate brokers all over the city yes¬
terday received circulars from Louis Berg
asking them cot to join the Real Estate
Exchange Board of Brokers until notified
by him to do so.
He further said that he is In negotiation

with the managers of the Exchange move¬
ment looking toward an alliance of the
two embryo boards. He thinks It peculiar,
he added, that on the sam<> day that he
inaugurated his movement the Exchange
should recall to life the scheme which its
directors officially declared to be dead
some months ago.
Messrs. Foisom, Treacy & Houghton,

constituting the sub-committee on Ways
and Means, met at the Exchange yesterday
afternoon, and discussed the matter of
setting aside a room for the new Board
John Bannon is to build a five-storv brick

fiat, costing $85,000, on the south' side of
One Hundred and Thirty-sixth street, 270
feet west of Brown place.
Anna E. M. de Montsoulinn will erect

five brick stores and dwellings, costing
$40,000. on the east side of the Boulevard,
between Eighty-seventh and Eighty-eighth
streets.
There were no sales of consequence yes¬

terday at No. Ill Broadway.
Strong & Ireland sold, in foreclosure, the

L-shaped plot on the north side of East
One Hundred and Eighty-seventh street,
100 feet west of Bathgate avenue, 95x-
314.7x195x99.5x100x213.2, and plot 120x99.11.
on the east side of Bathgate avenue, 94.7
feet north of One Hundred and Eighty-
seventh street, to the plaintiff, Frederick
N. DnBols, for $30,000.
Hall J. How sold, in foreclosure, No. 191

Cherry street, 25.6x60x25.4x60, four-story
brick tenement, with stores, to the trustees
of the Levin R. Marshall estate, plaintiff,
for $7,500.
The sales set for to-day at No. Ill Broad¬

way are:
By Philip A. Smyth, executor's sale of

Wesifall estate, Nos. 4 and 6 New
Chambers street; Nos. 5, 5^. and 7 James
si p; northwest corner of Water street; No.
230 Eldridge street, all In New York; also
No. 314 State street; No. 439 Pacific street;
No. 34 Vernon avenue; plot at the north¬
east corner of Flatbush avenue and Lenox
road, and plot, with frame dwelling, on the
east side of Nicholas avenue, about 1,000
feet south of Jamaica avenue, all in Brook¬
lyn.
By Peter F. Meyer & Co., Nos. 66 and 68

East One Hundred and Seventh street.
By the Sheriff, an interest In No. 429

West Thirty-eighth street.
At No. 59 Liberty street George R. Read

will sell No. 298 Bowery.

BROCKWAY SAYS "NOT GUILTY'

With Mrs. Smith and Wagner He Will Be
Tried February 14.

Trenton, N. J., Jan. 22..William E. Brock-

way, the noted .counterfeiter and forger,
and Mrs. Abble L. Smith and William E.

Wagner, two of the gang connected with

him, all of whom were arrested, with sev¬

eral others, in West Hoboken last Fall,
were arraigned in the Federal Court this
afternoon to plead to Indictments charging
them with having in their possession at the
time of their arrest plates for the manufac¬
ture of American $500 gold certificates and
$100 notes of the Bank of Montreal. Mrs.
Smith kept the house In which the gang
was captured, and Wagner was ormerly a

printer in the Government employ.
The trio pleaded not guilty and will be

tried on February 14. In default of $15,000
bail each they were committed to the Mer-
.er Jail, located here. Brockway is growing
dim of vision and is also deaf, but Chief
Hazeii, of the Secret Service Division, de-
blared that he needed as much watching as

ever, so he was manacled to Wagner and
escorted to Jail by several detectives.

WARING REPLIES TO CRANE.

Circumstances Which the Magistrate Said
Were Unjust to the Poor.

Street Cleaning Commissioner Waring
yesterday made a statement In reference to
the alleged "oppression of poor men" by his
department, spoken of by Magistrate Crane
a few days ago.
The premises of a saloon keeper on the

East Side had been inspected by an agent
of the Health Department, on complaint of
Foreman Caton, of the Street Cleaning De¬
partment. A receptacle on the sidewalk
was overflowing with garbage and nothing
had been taken away for four days. The
foreman warned the saloon keeper and went
to his place the next day. Nothing had been
removed. He then arrested the offender
and took him before Magistrate Crane, who
reprimanded the foreman for making the
"poor man" a subject for experiment, and
told the prisoner that he regretted having to
hold him for General Sessions in $100 bail.
Mr. Waring said that the man forfeited

his bail and was afterward brought to court
too much Intoxicated to plead. At a later
time he was fined $10.

"DE HESTER STREET SNEAKS."!
Bold Burglars, the Youngest of Whom Is

Eleven Years Old.
Three prominent members of "De Ancient

Order of Hester Street Sneaks" stood in a row
in Essex Market Police Court yesterday and
quailed under the searching gaze of Detectives
Nell and Carter and Policeman Kelly, of the
Madison Street Station. The three Sneaks in
in court were Nathan Marks, twelve years old,
of \o. 41 Hester street; William Pineus, twelve
years old, of No. 32 Hester street, and Joe
Kraus, eleven years old, of No. 47 Allen street.
The ^ueaks were all for turning States

evidence, each one of the three claiming that
the other two had taught him to steal Thev
save information which may lead to the' appre-
hension of other members of the band, and at
the end of a long hearing were held for trial
and committed to the care of the Gerrr Societv'
lhese Sneaks are charged with burglary in
"o.T t? b5°ien ,nt0 Nathan Roberts's saloon, No
-00 J'.ast Broadway, and carrying away table
cutlery worth $,1. They admitted the burglary
with some show of prirle.

HE RAN A FENCE FOR BOYS.
A Varied Assortment of Plunder Found in

Fred Schulz's Shop.
Chicago, Jan. 22.-The police of Cicero, a

suburbs of Chicago, yesterday unearthed
what they charge has been a fence for
stolen property in Harlem, and arrested
tae proprietor, Fred Scliulz, a junk dealer

=^f.^d/?ltted that fu,Iy 100 b0-vs been
selling the suspected goods to him. On his
premises were found copper wire, brass!
lead pipe, bicycles, new rubber boots ami
-ootnear of all kinds, shovels, spades
saws, crowbars, lawn mowers, tools of ali
-'S\'ulue°nS aUd nuuierous other articles

SAW A WOMAN ON A ROOF.
Firemen Routed Out to Rescue Her by

a Man Who Sees Things That
Aren't There.

"There's a woman on my roof! I want a rope
and ladder to get bee down, or sbe will be
killed I" Tho man was pounding on the door of
the Are house at No. 2801 Third aTenue, at an

unearthly hour yesterday morning, and yelling
as loudly us possible. Fire Captain Callahan
heard hlin, slipped Into his lire boots, and came

sliding down the brass pipe from the bunk
room. Ae be drew the bolt the members of the
engine company came dropping down one by one,
hooking on their clothes as they came.
"If you don't come quick, she'll be dead; she's

been up there an hour already:" shouted the
wild-eyed man, darting here and there in his
efforts to dodge the dropping firemen. It took
but u minute to get a rope and a long ladder,
and then'the firemen started after the stranger,
who ran ahead for several blocks to No. 3339
Third avenue.
Then he pointed to the roof and shouted:

"There she 1st She's falling!" The firemen
could see nothing, so the wild-eyed man took
another look. Then he said, with a crestfallen
air: "They must have took her down, for she
was up there all night."
Captain Callahan was thoroughly mad by this

time. He collared the man, walked him till he
met * policeman of the Morrisanla Station, and
that officer quickly recognized him as a promi¬
nent uptown lunatic, named Frank P. Morris,
of No. 3339 Third avenue, where the woman
was alleged to be on the roof. At the station
he told a long story about about green devils
with pink tails sitting on his bed and stick¬
ing pins into him. In Morrisanla Police Court
Magistrate Crane sent the would-be rescuer to
Bellevue Hospital.

INQUIRING ABOUT MR. DUFOIS.

Mr. Fitch and Commissioner Andrews Have
a Set-To Over the Architect.

Police Commissioner Andrews asked the
Sinking Fund Commissioners yesterday for
authority to go ahead with the construc¬
tion of a station house In Charles street.
Plans by Architect Dufols had been ap¬
proved by the Commissioners In September,
with the stipulation that as Mr. Dufols
was unknown to the Commissioners either
professional or personally an associate
architect of reputation should be engaged
to advise the Police Commissioners as to
whether the plans were good ones. When
Mr. Andrews made his request yesterday,
Comptroller Fitch inquired:
"Have you employed the associate archi¬

tect'.'"
"We have not," replied Mr. Andrews.

"We do not care to spend the city's money
for a second architect. One is sufficient."
Mr. Andrews said that the Police Com¬

missioners were empowered to go ahead
with the work under a special act of the
Legislature after the plans had been ap¬
proved by the Sinking fund Board.
"No department of the city should have

the power to spend money without the
consent of this Board."
The conclusion of the dialogue was that

the Sinking Fund Commissioners withdrew
their approval of Mr. Dufois's plans and
deputed a committee, consisting of the
Comptroller, the City Chamberlain and Al¬
derman Olcott, to Inquire into the archi¬
tect's professional standing.
Public Works Commissioner Charles H.

T. Collis appeared before the Commission¬
ers and stated that at the last meeting the
Comptroller had been authorized to make a
lease for five years for quarters for the
Public Works Department in the new
American Tract Society building, at a cost
not to exceed $26,000. the cost of rental
and maintenance of the present quarters
at No. 31 Chambers street. He added that
he had ascertained that he could secure
his new quarters for $25,000, but that the
Comptroller thought if $22,500 was offered
it would be accepted. The Comptroller
was authorized to make this offer.
The question of finally approving th*

plans for the approaches to the proposed
bridge over the Hudson River came up.
Recorder Goff objected to any action on
the plans until the bridge officials ex¬

plained the object of certain legislation
now pending. The matter was laid over
until the next meeting.

WAS NO POLICE EXTORTION.

Two Bluecoats Run Down a Pedler Who
Impersonated an Officer.

Policemen Garrison and Finn, of the Eliza¬
beth Street Station, cleared their skirts of a

charge of attempted extortion in the Centre
Street Police Court yesterday, and got Joseph
O'Neill held for impersonating an officer. The
policemen have been hot on O'Neill's trail since
a week ago Tuesday. He is a pedler, and lives
at No. 42 New Bowery. He has the air of a
detective.a detective face, they call it in Mul¬
berry street. The officers and witnesses gave
Magistrate Brann the story of O'Neill's mis¬
deeds this way:
The complaining witness, Mamie Lyons, lives

at No. 126 Cherry street, where she keeps a
Japanese boarding-house, she being herself a
half-breed Jap. Lately several sharp Japanese
traders have opened shops in Chinatown, and
th9ir competition has been strongly resented by
tho "Chinks." A week ago Tuesday there was
a pitched battle between the Japs and the
Chinamen. Three Japs were taken to the Eliza¬
beth Street Station by Policeman Garrison, who
called on O'Neill to help him make the ar¬
rests.
On hearing the Japs charged with disorderly

conduct O'Neill went back to Mamie Lyons and
told her he was an officer, showing her his
.jedler's badge. He said if she would give him
$2 he would secure the release of her boarders,
and showed her if they were held in custody
how she would lose by not having the money
for their meals.
The woman refused O'Neill the* money, went to

Acting Captain Young, and made complaint of
attempted extortion. That brought Garrison
into tho case, and with Policeman Finn's helphe unravelled the case and caused the arrest
of O'Neill. The prisoner said he had asked the
woman to loan him $2. His bond was fixed
it $500.

SEAMEN WERE WRECKED.

They Were Also Rescued and Arrived in
Thia Port Yesterday.

The mate and nineteen members of the
crew of the British steamship Yoxford,
which stranded on Alacaine Ree, sixty-
eight miles from Yucatan, on January 8,
arrived here yesterday on the Ward Line
steamship Seguranca. The Yoxford was
bound from Port Limon to Vera Cruz with
a miscellaneous cargo. She struck at 5
o'clock in the morning, the disaster being
attributed to the stiff currents. The Yox¬
ford was commanded by Captain Robert
Horsley. She was abandoned twelve hours
later.
The Seguranca also had on board fou*

distressed seamen of the Norwegian bark
Borghild, which capsized during a norther
at Alvarado, Mexico, and two smpwrecked
sailors from the schooner C. W. Jones. The
Jones was wrecked on the bar at Santa
Anna. No lives were lost In either case.

ART STUDENTS WILL DANCE.

The League to Give a "Serious Masquer¬
ade Ball" To-morrow.

The Art Students' League will give a

grand masquerade ball to-morrow In Archi¬
tectural League Hall, In the Art Students'
League Building, Fifty-seventh street, be¬
tween Sixth and Seventh avenues. It will
not be what they call their "regular fake
ball," at which the students produce and
personate caricatures of each other's works,
but a "serious" Invitation and subscription
ball, for members of the league and some
of their friends. It is expected that one
hundred couples will be present. Neyer's
orchestra will supply the music.
The fake ball will take place In April.

Woalti-Be Wreckers Foiled.
Buffalo, N. Y., Jan. 22..A dozen or more

Poles undertook to wreck the Philadelphia.
& Reading's big trestle at Cheektowuga
this morning by sawing the supports in
such a way that the first train of coal
would carry down the structure. The
police discovered them at wcrk and arrast-
ed two men, the others escaping. The
prisoners were sentenced to six months' Im¬
prisonment. No reason for their act Is
known beyond pure maliciousness. The
trestle is a mile in length.

A Stipposeil Suicide Alive.
Oswego, N. Y., Jan. 22..A telegram has

just been received here that Dr. W. G.
Baker, of Cincinnati, reported t« have com¬
mitted suicide by Jumping from Suspension
Bridge, over the Ohio River, la alive and
on his way home.

Favors a Greater New York, but
No Piatt Interference

with Patronage.
He Thinks a Proper Charter Could

Best Be Framed by Repre¬
sentative Citizens.

LEXOW GETS ADVICE FROM SCOTT.

I ho Corporation Counsel Points Out Diffi¬
culties in the Way of Consolidation.

Staten Island, He Says, Ought
to Be Left Out.

Mayor Strong yesterday said that reports
that represented him as being opposed to a

Greater New York were without authority.
"I am In favor of a consolidation of New

York and Brooklyn," said the Mayor, "and
some additional territory, as may be deemed
wlse.butl do not approve some of the schemes
which have been proposed whereby certain
important municipal departments are to be
separated from the control and the opera¬
tion of the present city governments in ad¬
vance of the complete and lawful consum¬

mation of the union.
"Such a plan could not, In my judgment,

receive public approval, and many citizens
would object to it because, in their minds,
it would be looked upon as an attempt to
seize upon the patronage of the depart¬
ments.

I think that the whole subject of consoli¬
dation ought to be referred to a committee
of representative citizens, who should, after
a careful and thorough examination, frame
a bill or charter which would be in har¬
mony with the public sentiment and afford
protection to the communities concerned."

SCOTT GIVES ADVICE.
Senator Lexow has received some unex¬

pected advice on the subject of the Greater
New York, which his committee is now In¬
vestigating. It was furnished by Corpora¬
tion Counsel Francis M. Scott.

Seott prefaced his long typewritten
letter by calling the Senator's attention to
the provision in the resolution under which
the committee was appointed which author¬
ized that body to consult with the Corpora¬
tion Counsel of this city.

As you are doubtless aware," continues
Mr. Scott, "the existent municipal corpora¬
tions which it is proposed to consolidate
into one corporation differ widely from
each other as to the amount of their bonded
indebtedness; as to their capacity for is¬
suing bonds under the provisions of the Con¬
stitution, as to their revenue, as to the as¬
sessed valuation of property for purposes of
taxation and its proportion to the actual
value of the property assessed; as to the
rate of taxation upon the assessed value
thus fixed, and as to the present state of
efficiency of the several instruments of mu¬
nicipal administration.
For instance, the city of New York has

at the present time a margin of debt issuing
capacity, under the limitation tixed bv the
Constitution, amounting to some sixty'mill-
ions of dollars. The real estate in this city
is currently reported to be assessed for pur¬
poses of taxation at an average rate not
much exceeding 60 per cent of its real value
in the market. Upon this valuation the tax
rate has for a number of years fallen below
.? per cent, and the city has, by virtue of its
ardent charters and for other reasons, large
revenues from various sources aggregating
nearly or about twelve millions per annum.

BROOKLYN'S HEAVY TAXES.
"As opposed to this state of affairs, the

city of Brooklyn, If I am correctly Informed,
has pretty nearly, if not quite, reached its
aebt Issuing capacity. Its real estate-)» said
to be assessed for purposes of taxation at
an average rate approaching very nearly,
and in many eases qjaite reaching. Its real
value In the market, and upon this valuation
the average tax rate Is about 1 per cent
larger than that of the city of New York
upon its smaller comparative valuation
And the city of Brooklyn, as I am informed
has no considerable source of revenue other
dn t£at wiliich is derived from taxation."
Mr. Scott intimates that similar discrep¬

ancies will be found In the financial condi¬
tion of the other municipalities with which
It if proposed to consolidate New York
Chairman Lexow is warned that after hear¬
ing the expressions of opinions of citizens
here and in Brooklyn, he will find it neces¬
sary to carefully consider what arrangement
should be made of the present indebtedness
°f the various municipalities, of the dispo-
sit.on hereafter of their revenues, and of the
burdens of taxation.
"The suggestion that I desire to make to

you, says Mr. Scott, "is that your commit¬
tee shoulG, as soon as practicable, address a
circular letter to the proper officers of each
of the municipalities proposed to be includ¬
ed in the consolidation, asking for formal
and accurate statements as to the condition
of each of such municipalities in the partic¬
ulars to which I have referred, and in such
other particulars as will doubtless occur ta
your committee upon the consideration of
the question.
"It will probably take some little time for

the preparation of these statements, and it
would therefore seem that the sooner such
a request is made the sooner will your com¬
mittee be in a position to consider the mat-
ter with that full comprehension that I am
sure you desire to possess."

STATEN ISLAND OF LITTLE USE.
Staten Island, according to Corporation

Counsel Scott, is not of much account. In
-s thinks it ought to be left

"Jr?. J1 Pr°I,0!5ed consolidation he says:
Richmond County, as you are aware

comprises an island situated in New York
i'?y' r?-lles distant from the present

citj of New \ork, too far to ever permit of
the erection of a bridge between the two
and while not so far from the citv of
Brooklyn, yet separated from it by the
ship channel, which itself will probably
render the erection of a bridge impracti¬
cable for many years to come. The county
is for the most part sparsely settled, there
being no considerable towns or villages
upon It and Its inclusion into the consoli¬
dation city would necessitate the attempt
to apply metropolitan methods and appli¬
ances to a large territory which Is now
purely country, which will be separated
from the other parts of the city bv water
which will not be accessible otherwise than
by water transportation only by goin~
through an adjacent State, and which has
no geographical or logical reason for annex¬
ation to the City of New York.
"As you will recollect, the Legislature of

last year annexed to this city a small piece
or territory formerly comprising a part of
\\ ostchester County, which compares very

cicely as to the density of its population
and its general characteristics to the ores
ent county of Richmond, and, even as to
that small territory, it has been the experi¬
ence of the officers of the city that the
annual expenses necessary to be incurred
for the purpose of bringing it In some
degree up to the metropolitan standard of
efficiency has largely swelled our budget
for this year. It seems to me that what¬
ever may be the final conclusion to which
your committee may arrive as to the con¬
solidation of the City of New York with
the cities adjacent to it, you will readilv
see that there Is no sufficient reason for
the attempt to bring Staten Island Into this
municipality." f

SHOT HIS MOTHER IN FUN.

Young Baldwin Did Not Know the Gun
Was Loaded.

Livingston Manor. N. Y.. Jan. 22..Mrs.
John Baldwin Is lying in a precarious condi¬
tion at the Manor Hotel here, of which her
husband is proprietor. She has a son sev¬
enteen years of age. The two romp and plav
together like brother and sister

'

Yesterday while lri her room the son John
produced a pistol, which was not supposed
to be loaded. The boy advanced closo lo his
mother and said jokingly. "I'm going to
shoot you, mamma.
She tried to take the pistol from him

when he pulled the trigger. The ball struck
her In the forehead and tore a furrow
through the scalp to the top of the head
where it glanced up into the celling The
mother fell to the floor in a faint, but there
is a tair chance for her recovery#

NOVICE JAMES PROFESSED
Services in an Episcopal Chuich at the

Taking of Vows by a Brother
of Nazareth.

A most elaborate service was conducted
in the Protestant Episcopal Chapel of the
Transfiguration, in Sixty-ninth street, near

the Boulevard, the Iiev. G. H. Houghton,
D. D., rector, yesterday, beginning at 11:30
a. m., and continuing until 2 o'clock. The
service was the profession of Brother
James of the Order of the Brothers of
Nazareth.
The choir, which consisted of the stu¬

dents of the General' Theological Seminary
of this diocese, came from the choir room
iu the rear of the church. They were pre¬
ceded by a crucifer bearing a brass cross.
He was followed by two acolytes, in red
cassocks and white lace-trimmed cottas.
When they were halfway up the middle
aisle of the church they were joined by the
Rev. J. J. Rowan Spong, M. A., B. 0. L.,
L. L. B., chaplain of the Order of the
Brothers of Nazareth. He was followed by
six of the Brothers of Nazareth, in their
sombre brown garb, with leather girdles,
heavy metal cricufixes and tassels. Fatheif
Spong wore a red cope, elaborately em¬
broidered in gold. As the procession moved
slowly up the aisle Brother James joined
them, wearing the brown habit, without
the girdle and crucifix. The choristers
sang the hymn commencing, "Come, Thou
Holy Spirit, come."
The service of profession consisted of

Father Spong seating himself befpre the
altar, the novice kneeling, and Brother Gil¬
bert answering certain formal questions as
to the election and preparation of the can¬
didate. Then Brother James affirmed his
purpose to live a life of poverty, chastity
and obedience, according to the rules of the
order for three years. He was then in¬
vested with a lether girdle and a crucifix.
Solemn high mass was celebrated with a

ceremony unusual even in the extremist
Anglican churches. Rev. John Wesley
Brown, of St. Thomas's Church, preached.
The professed novice was known in pri¬

vate life as Albert James Martin, and was
born in London, England, in 1863. He be¬
came a postulant in November, 1891, and a
novice of the Brothers of Nazareth in
March, 1892. His parents and family re¬
side In Hamilton County.
NO HAND ORGANS ARE WANTED.

Wall Street Man Ask the Police to Be
Freed from the Nuisance.

The bankers and brokers of Wall street
will tolerate the hand-organ no longer.
Within the past week several protests
have been filed at Police Headquarters.
What the business men wish to do Is to

prevent the organ-grinders from filling the
air full of over-done musical "chestnuts"
during business hours. If the organs play
at night the brokers have no objections to
offer.
There was a time when the hand-organ

was welcome in Wall street. In those
days business was brisk and money was
easy, but now the complaining brokers say
that things are too dull ta permit hand-or¬
gans to distract the attention of the clerks.
They insist that a single hand-organ may
cast a broker a heap of money. The em¬

ployes get full of music and forget figures.
The police have not yet determined what

to do in the matter. There will probably
be a consultation of officials before any or¬
der is made.

TENDERLOIN DiD NOT LIKE IT.

The Restaurant Where Everything Was
Cooked by Electricity Forced to Close.
For the last six weeks one of the novel¬

ties in the Tenderloin has been a restau¬
rant where everything In the way of eata¬
bles that was served to the patrons was

cooked by electricity.
The restaurant was at No. 635 Sixth ave¬

nue, and was called "Electria." Monday
the doors of "Electria" were closed and the
v,'alters were packing up, and electricians
were removing the electrical appliances.
Tenderloin people as a rule are up to

:late, but the electric kitchen was too
fln de siecle for them, arid after having
-lasted of a a efeogby
electricity they returned to the old restau¬
rants in the vicinity where everything is
cooked over the kitchen fire.
"Electra" was opened on December 1 last

by Miss Emma C. Sickels, of Chicago, sec¬
retary of the National Domestic Science As¬
sociation. At the Food Show last year the
electrical kitchen as presided over by Miss
Sickels was a great attraction. Pies were
baked in eight minutes, biscuits in three,
and steaks were broiled in less than ten
minutes. The electricity in the stove was
an alternating current, and it did not work
well.

MUSICAL AND DRAM ATIC NOTES

The Hollands are to play a return engage¬
ment at the Garrlck Theatre February 3 In "A
Social Highwayman."
Barney Fagan has written six new songs for

"Paradise Alley," the new comedy which Is to
be first produced In New Haven, February 3.
Mile. Marthe Marthy, a cbanteuse comlque,

from the Paris Casino, will make ber American
debut at Koster & Blal's Monday night. Her
changes of costume are said to be a very novel
feuture.
The pupils of Lena Doria Devlne will give a

vocal recital at Hardman Hall to-morrow even¬
ing. An interesting programme has been ar¬
ranged.
The production of "Burmah" at the American

Theatre has been postponed until next Tuesday
evening. The elaborate scenery and mechanical
effects make it necessary to have another day
for rehearsal.
Manager Augustus Pitou has arranged for a

series of performances of "Mme. Sans-Gene" at
the Harlem Opera House, beginning next Mon¬
day. Katharyn Kidder and Augustus Cook will
be seen in the main parts.
Washington (D. C.) is to see the first produc¬

tion of "The Lady Slavey.*' The English com¬
edy is to be produced in that city Monday night
for the first time in this country. It will be
seen at the Casino February 3.
Mme. Modjeska is considering a production of

Moseuthal's "Deborah," letter known to the
Kuglish stage as "Leah the Forsaken." She
has been ambitious to play the part for years,
but does not like the existing version.
Tony Pastor made a wise move In changing to

a continuous performance and at low prices.
His theatre has been crowded since the new
plan wits inaugurated. Kitty Mitchell is one
of the brightest features of the programme.
Now Walter Jones has the starring fever. He

will appear at the Broadway Theatre March 9
in a burlesque of "The Prisoner of Zenda" en¬
titled "Prisoner and Defender." J. W. Herbert
is the librettist and W. T. Francis the com¬
poser.
The management of the Carnegie Lyceum have

arranged to give a series of subscription per¬
formances each season. The first will be next
Tuesdaj* night, when Courtenay Thorpe and a
company will produce "The Story of a Sin,"
written by Thorpe.
The scenery for Rudolph Aronson's production

of "Gentleman Joe," at the Bljuu, has been
painted by Arthur Voegtlin and Swartz, from
fac-similes of the scenery used in the London
production. Rose Beckley is the ballet mistress
and Herman Perlet the music director.
The Kneisel Quartet, of Boston, will give an¬

other concert at Mendelssohn Glee Club Hall
nest Tuesday evening. The artists comprise
Franz Kneisel. first violin; Otto Roth, second
violin; Louis Svecenskt. viola, and Alwin
Schroeder, 'cello. W. F. Ivrafft. G. Strube and
K. Keller are the assisting members.
Company A, Seventh Regiment, will attend

the performance of "The Wizard of the Nile"
at the Casino to-morrow night. Saturday night
Company B, Twenty-third Regiment, of Brook¬
lyn. will see the performance. Governor Morton
and Mayor Strong have been invited to attend
the performance January 30, when the Twenty-
second Regiment will be present.
The Mauvels, acrobats, at the Eighth Avenue

Theatre, have gone the Japanese one better in
their pole act. The Japs, as a rule, perform
with a bamboo bar, which on bending distributes
the weight of the man on top to better ad¬
vantage for the man supporting it. The Mau¬
vels. however, use a rigid bar, and their act
is consequently more difficult.

J. H. Stoddart, the veteran actor, now playing
in "The Sporting Duchess," will celebrate the
sixty-third anniversary of his stage career next
Thursday evening at the Academy of Music. At
the conclusion of the performance he will hold
a reception on the stage, and a handsome pres¬
ent will be given him to commemorate the
event. A. M. Palmer will make the presentation
speech. The night will be known as "Stoddart
night."
"Michael and His Lost Angel" will be suc¬

ceeded at the Empire nejt week by "A Wo¬
man's Reason," by Charles Brookfield and F.
C. Phillips, and which is now running at the
Shaftesbury Theatre. London. There are many
strong points in "Michael and Ills Lost
Angel," and the play is of absorbing interest.
Its general theme, however, was not to the
public taste, and Charles Frohman decided to
abandon it. In the new play Henry Miller, Viola
Allen, J. E. Dodson, W. H. Crompton, Edgar
Davenport, E. Y. Backus. Elsie de Wolfe, May
Robson, Genevieve Reynolds, Ellen Gail, George
tryant anil W. J. Whitman will have parts.

KING DAN'S FIST IS LAW.

The Despot of Shamrock Row Suspected
of Throwing His Wife from a Window.

The Neighbors Silent.

Daniel Shea, the "King of Shamrock
Row," does not get along well with his wife
Katherlne. There was a little disagree¬
ment in the family Tuesday night, and Mrs.
Shea is now in St. Vincent's Hospital with a

badly bruised body and several cuts on her
head. The neighbors say these were caused
by the "King," who threw her out of the
window of their third-story flat at No. 811
Washington street, because she was not on
hand to receive him when he came home
from work. Mrs. Shea says that she fell
from the fire escape. The police do not
know whom to believe, and. as 110 complaint
lias been made against Shea, have dropped
the case.
Shea has made a great name for himself

In the neighborhood of his home. The repu¬
tation of the place for quiet and order is
none too good. Formerly the Sullivans
ruled the neighborhood and jointly occupied
the throne. They were the best lighters
around there, and there was none to dis¬
pute them until Dan Shea grew up. He
never took lessons in boxing, but much prac¬
tice in street lights made him "handy with
his fists," as the neighbors say. Then he
began to dispute the right of the Sullivans
to rule. One by one they were met In single
combat and conquered. When the last had
been overcome Shea was declared King by
acclamation of Shamrock row. .

On the
strength of this he secured the position of
chief carrier in Gansevoort Market.

Since his defeat of the last of the Sulli¬
vans Shea has not had many chances to
fight. Even his subjects steered clear of his
fists. As a consequence, his only opportuni¬
ty for a fight was with his wife. He has
availed himself of this several times.
There was no market Tuesday, and Shea

had nothing to do but drink. He did that
all day and went home much the worse for
liquor about 6 o'clock. Mrs. Shea was not
there. Mamie White was dead and Mrs.
Shea had gone to the wake. Shea told his
neighbors what he would do when he met
his wife, and then went out for more liquor.
Mrs. Shea came home about 9 o'clock.

One hour later Shea came in. What hap¬
pened then is not known. There was a
sound of loud voices and angry words.
Then there was a fall. Thomas Sheldrlck,
who lives next door, looked out of the win¬
dow and saw Mrs. Shea lying, half un¬
conscious, on the roof of the first floor of
the building, which forms the floor of the
court of the tenement. He picked her up
and carried her to her room and put her on
the bed. While she was lying there he says
Shea struck her in the face with his fist.
The mourners who were at Mamie White's
wake came in, and some one called the
police. When the latter came in Shea had
disappeared. At the hospital Mrs. Shea ex¬
plained that she had been hurt' by falling
from the fire escape while taking in her
washing, which had been hung out to dry.
The police do not believe the story, but can
do nothing^ the neighbors do not believe it,
but can say nothing, for Shea is King of the
row and his fist is heavy.

MISS PROCTOR A BRIDE AGAIN.

She Is Now Mrs. Charles Manning Van
Heusen.

The marriage of Miss Ada Olive Proctor
to Mr. Charles Manning Van Heusen, of
Albany, was celebrated at 8 o'clock night be¬
fore last in All Souls' Episcopal Church, at
Madison avenue and Sixty-sixth street.
Rev. Dr. C. De Witt Bridgman, rector of the
Church of the Holy Trinity, officiated. The
bride is very pretty and about twenty-eight
years of age.
Miss Sarah Bennett, of this city, was the

maid of honor, and E. Rodman Perry, of Al¬
bany, was the best man. John Murray Van
Heusen, a brother of the bridegroom; Nor¬
ton Chase, George 1'. Hilton, Stanley T.
Southard, of Hudson; Dr. W. P. Branderger
and Captain A. J. Ludson were the ushers.
After the ceremony a super and reception
were given at the Hotel Savoy. Yesterday
Mr. and Mrs. Van Heusen sailed for Europe
on the New York. They will be absent sev¬
eral months.
About five years ago, when Mrs. Van Hen-

gen w&a Miss-Ada -Olive Proctor, she mot
Walter William Price, son of Walter J.
Price, of the brewing firm of Clausen &
Price, and was married to him on March 15,
1892, at the home of her father No. 611 Flfrh
avenue. For a time Mr. and Mrs. Price lived
at the Plaza Hotel, but about October 15,
1893, certain stories which Mrs. Price had
heard about her husband's conduct with
other women resulted in her leaving him
and returning to her father. An action for
divorce was soon begun against Mr. Price
by his wife, through Frank Adams Acer, of
No. 97 Nassau street. Warren W. Foster, of
No. 201 Broadway, appeared for the de¬
fendant.
When the case was heard by Referee J.

Warren Lawton no co-respondent was set
up by name. Specific acts of violation of
marriage vows were charged, however, and
the application for divorce was granted on
November 13, 1S95, I11 the Superior £ourt of
this city. Mrs. Price resuming her maiden
name and being given the custody of their
only child, a girl about three years old. While
the divorce proceedings were pending Mrs.
Price lived with her father at the Plaza
and the Buckingham hotels, but lately she
has been living with her parents at the
Savoy.

AT THE MERCY OF THE SEA.

Steamer Noyo's Passengers Don Life Belts,
Expecting to Go Down.

San Francisco, Jan. 22..The gale of Sun¬
day night raged along the coast, and., in

consequence all the expected steamers and
sailing vessels are overdue. Very few cap¬
tains who have arrived during the last few
weeks have had a more thrilling experi¬
ence to tell than Captain Levinson, of the
Noyo, which arrived last night from Fort
Bragg.
The steamer was caught In the south¬

easter, part of her deck load of lumber
was washed away, the remaining 100,<>)0
feet was jettisoned, the waves took com¬
mand of the vessel and the engine room

was flooded. The fires under the boilers
were drowned out and the passengers were
told to get life belts. Just when things
were at their worst the steam schooner
Albion hove in sight and gave renewed
hope to the crew. She remained alongside
of the disabled craft for twelve hours, and
then stood on her way.

FOUND DEAD IN HIS STUDIO.

Alfred Perkins, an Artist, Died Suddenly of
Heart Disease, as Supposed.

Alfred Perkins, an artist residing In the
Hotel Jefferson, at No. 106 East Fifteenth
street, was found dead yesterday afternoon
In his apartments, where he also had his
studio. He was lying on the bed partially
dressed, and it appeared as if he was pre¬
paring his toilet when he was suddenly
stricken. His death is attributed to heart
disease.
He had been stopping at the Hotel Jeffer¬

son for five months. Before going to the
Hotel Jefferson he resided at the Glenham
Hotel, but nothing was known of his past
history or friends. At the Hotel Jefferson
it was said that none of his friends was
known, as the artist had been very uncom¬
municative. He was about fifty-live years
old and probably unmarried. His body was
left at the hotel to await the action of the
Coroner.

HIS PALLIUM ON THE WAY.

Archbishop Rain's Insignia Being 8rought
by Bishop Shanley.

St. Louis, Jan. 22..A cablegram from
Rome to Archbishop Kain announces that
the pallium, the Insignia of his archlcpls-
copal rank, is now on Its way to St. Louis.
The Papal messenger, Bishop Shanley, of
South Dakota, will arrive here next Tues¬
day. The Archbishop, It Is said, will call
a meeting of the clergy to make arrange¬
ments for the invitations of Church digni¬
taries to the ceremony of investiture. It is
almost definitely settled that the event will
not take place until next May.
On Thursday the local Catholic clergy

will meet at the Christian Brothers' College
to arrange for the approaching visit of Car¬
dinal Katolli. The Cardinal will come West
in February, as he will open the Catholic
Winter school in New Orleans on February
16 and goes to Mexico the week following.
His anticipated visit Is set for early in
i T-.-M

It Occurred Last October to
Sydney Beresford Pick-

hardt.

A Hoboken Minister Performed tha
Ceremony, and Only a Few

Friends Knew.

THE GROOM AN HEIR TO MILLIONS.

He Feared to Tell His Mother, on Whom
He Will Be Dependent for Several

Years, and Only His Intimates
Were Informed.

Sydney Beresford Plekhardt and Mlaa
Lillian C. Kelcey, an actress, were married
October 24, 1S95. That fact will be news to
the young gentleman's large circle of
friends, to his mother and other members
of his family, and to many of the friends ot
the lady.
When Mr. Plckhardt's seventeen-year-old

brother reaches the age of twenty-five their
father's $10,000,000 estate will be divided,
but in the meantime the boys are dependent
upon the bounty of their mother. This ia
the reason for the secrecy which has sur¬

rounded the marriage.
Miss Kelcey has been moderately success¬

ful in her profession and has been in Kate
Claxton'H and Joseph Murphy's companies.
She lived with her mother. Airs. Barr. in
a flat at No. 115 We3t Ninety-sixth street,
and believes she is related to the great Car¬
dinal Wolsey. She went abroad last Sum¬
mer and returned late in the season.
Mr. Pickliardt had been very attentive be¬

fore, but after her return he visited her
very frequently. On the October night men¬
tioned Mr. Pickhardt and Miss Kelcey left
Mrs. Barr's fiat with some friends, who did
not know their plans. They led these
friends to Iloboken, where the marriage was
performed by Rev. .1. Kudolpp, of No. COG
Garden street, Hoboken.
The first the mother of the bride heard

of the wedding was at 10:30 p. m., when
she received a telegram dated at an uptown
theatre, telling the news. When the couple
arrived at the Ninetv-slxth street flat Mr.
fieKX\a nit's inother-in-law was not willing
to believe that a marriage ceremony had
been performed and demanded the proof.
It was forthcoming in the form of a certifi¬
cate from the clergyman of Hoboken, and
then she was satisfied.
The bridal couple remained at Mrs.

Barr's flat three days, and then moved to a
flat of their own on the floor beneath.
They are there still.
Wilhelm Pickhardt, the father of the

young man, died at Cologne, Germany, in
June last, and was buried in the family
plot at Berghausen, Germany. He carried
on a wholesale dye business at No. 08 Lib¬
erty street, this city, under the name of
Pickhardt & Kuttroff. Over twenty years
ago the elder Pickhardt started to build
on the southeast corner of Seventy-fourth
street and Fifth avenue a home intended
to eclipse A. T. Stewart's mansion. After
about *100,000 had been spent in the foun¬
dation and first story he changed the plans.
When three stories had been built he
changed the plans again. When he inter¬
fered for the third time the architect
gav up his contract.
The house was completed in 1889 at a

cost of $1,000,000, but Mr. Pickhardt re¬
fused to live in it. as it did not please
him. The house remained untonanted until
February of last year, when it was sold at
auction to C. M. Matthews, of No.
Nassau street, for $472,000. Mr. Pick¬
hardt was a member of the Chamber of
Commerce, Manhattan Club, and Gentle¬
man's Driving Club. He left a big estate
at Berghausen, which be inherited fro:ai
his father, besides the estate in this citv
and a?! llfimease tract Of land in the Adi-
rondacks at Scroon Lake.
Young Pickhardt has received a liberal

allowance from his mother, and is a mem¬
ber of many clubs. Friends of the fami.y
said yesterday they believed that his
mother would be pleased to learn that he
was married and settled, even though he
thinks otherwise, and has been afraid to
tell her.

Husband and Wife Asphyxiated.
Philadelphia, Jan. 22..Ambrose West

and his wife were suffocated by coal gas
at their home, No. 135 Brlnghurst street,
Germantown, this morning. The gas es¬
caped from a stove and the couple breathed
the deadly fumes as they slept.
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SHOE FOR /r

Special inducement in Sen's Calf
Hand-Sewed Welt Shoes

In Newest Styles of Lasts, Narrow#
Medium or Broad Toe.

These Shoes at 2.50 are guar¬
anteed superior to any 3.00 line
of advertised shoes, and are equal
to any 4.00 grade in the market.
And in addition every pair is

made with hand'Sewed welt.net
Goodyear welt or any other com-

bination welt, which is only an

improved methodof makingshoes
by machine. but hand-sewed
welt, which is the most expensive
and the best way ofmaking shoes.

I guarantee every pair not to

rip, and to be free from tacks,
nails and wax threads as long as

they remain in service.
CAUTION..Having no agencies or branch!

stores, my shoes can be purchased only at
my establishment.

a.j. cAnnEYER,
6th Ave., corner 20th St., N. V.


